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responsibility, agreed, with the consent of the powers, to undertake the 
protection of foreigners and foreign interests in Morocco. They have 
found it necessary, therefore, to establish a temporary police of their 
own forces. 

The United States has been a silent observer of late affairs in Morocco. 
There are no great American interests and no large number of American 
citizens to be protected. Our position as a signatory of the General Act 
was clearly defined not only by the reservation of the declaration made by 
the American representatives in the plenary session of the Algeciras 
Conference, but by the subsequent resolution of the Senate: 

* * * as a part of this act of ratifleation, that the Senate understands 
that the participation of the United States in the Algeciras Conference, and the 
formulation and adoption of the General Act and Protocol which resulted there- 
from, was with the sole purpose of preserving and increasing its commerce in 
Morocco, the protection as to life, liberty and property of its citizens residing or 
traveling therein, and of aiding by its friendly ofiBees and efforts in removing 
friction and controversy which seemed to menace the peace between the powers 
signatory with the United States to the treay of 1880, all of which are on terms 
of amity with this Government; and without purpose to depart from the tra- 
ditional American foreign policy which forbids participation by the United 
States in the settlement of political questions which are entirely European in 
their scope. 

THE SAN DOMINICAN "ENABLING ACT." 

The National Congress of the Dominican Eepublic having been con- 
vened by President Caceres in extraordinary session on September 15, 
1907, enacted a law on September 16, 1907, authorizing the Executive 
Power, through the Secretary of Finance and Commerce, to issue and 
sell $30,000,000 bonds of the Eepublic and to enter into related financial 
engagements, for the purpose of complying with the provisions of the 
convention between the Eepublic and the United States celebrated under 
date of February 6, 1907. This enabling act supersedes the conditional 
financial engagements entered into in September, 1906, by the represent- 
ative of the Dominican Eepublic, and since lapsed. The present meas- 
ure vests full authority in the Dominican Executive, subject only to the 
terms of the recent convention, and any financial arrangements growing 
out of it require no further submission to the Dominican Congress. It 
should now be possible for the Eepublic to carry to a successful end the 
programme of financial readjustment contemplated by the convention. 
The official text of the enabling act was published in the Gaceta Oficial 
of Santo Domingo City^ of September 18, 1907 ; it is reproduced in the 
Supplement, p. 408. 



